ANC LIBRARY PROJECT IN EXILE: CO-OPERATION WITH FINNISH ORGANIZATIONS

Background
The ANC started developing its library services in exile in Tanzania simultaneously with its educational programmes. 

With the start of the secondary school at Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College (Somafco), one class room was assigned to a library. A specially designed library building was completed in 1985 with the help of funding from the Youth Sections of the Centre Parties of the Nordic countries. In the Primary School, one class room was sometimes used as a library, and the upkeep of it mainly depended on the occasional initiatives of volunteer teachers. Eventually, all the library services at Mazimbu where concentrated in the main library. 

In Dakawa, the first libraries were situated in a tent and a container. With the start of the Vocational Training Centre in 1985, one class room was assigned to a library. In1989, when a new building was constructed for the Ruth First Orientation Centre (if I remember correct, the funds came from the Operation Day´s Work of the Nordic countries), one class room was from the very start assigned to a library. 

The libraries were first headed by a teacher or some other worker with no library training. In 1985, the first ANC librarian who had attained a Diploma in Library Studies in USSR, arrived in Somafco, but he left for further studies in Finland in 1986. With the start of the cooperation with the Finnish organizations, services of professional librarians – both South African and Finnish - could be fully utilized. 

The understanding that the ANC leaders showed towards developing the library services, laid a firm foundation for the future co-operation with the Finnish organisations in this field. 

The Finnish involvement with the ANC started with The Finnish Library Association (FLA), a non-governmental organisation, starting to assist the ANC in the end of 1985. The Association was asked by the ANC to arrange library services for all the ANC exiles. Special attention was paid to the libraries of  the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College and Dakawa Development Centre in Tanzania. 

Administration

The project was started in December,1985 as a non-governmental project by FLA. The project financed the stay of one Finnish librarian who worked for three months at the SOMAFCO library. It was expanded in 1986 by the project offering a scholarship to one ANC student to study Library Science in Finland.

From 1st July, 1988 until 30th June, 1992  the project was entirely financed by the Department of the Development Co-operation of the Finnish Ministry for Foreign Affairs (Finnida). The administration of the project remained with the ANC and FLA. 

From 1992 to 1996 Finnida, through its Bureau of Humanitarian Aid, continued the project by supporting part of the Library Students´ Scholarship Programme at the University of the Western Cape. 

In 1992, the Library Association of  the Swedish Finland started supporting the scholarship programme of the ANC at the University of the Western Cape, as a NGO project. It completed its programme in 2000. 

In Tanzania the project fell under the Education Department of the ANC. At Mazimbu (where Somafco was located) it was first under the Principal of the Secondary School, later as a production unit in the Directorate of Mazimbu, and at Dakawa under the Principals of the Vocational Training Centre (VTC) and the Educational Orientation Centre (EOC). The administrative tool for these organs was the Library Committee, which consisted of the Principals of the Secondary and Primary Schools, a representative of the Zonal Political Committee and the Head Librarian as the secretary. 

In Tanzania the project co-operated with the ANC National Scholarship Committee, and in South Africa with the Batlagae Trust. 

Cooperation with other donor agencies and even individuals was encouraged, especially as long as the Finnish support relied on a NGO project (up to July, 1988), and consequently the funds were very limited. A comprehensive list of other donors is not available by the time of writing this report. However, amongst the donors, who mainly donated books, were UNESCO, ILO, International Defence and Aid Fund (UK), Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee (USSR), Norwegian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Africa Group of Sweden Recruitment Organization and an agency in Japan. Second-hand books were also received from agencies in UK and USA. CIES (Italy) donated a comprehensive set of AV-equipment, and Australian People for Health, Education & Development Abroad (APHEDA) sponsored scholarships for six students for a Certificate in Library Studies in Tanzania. 

In conclusion, during the years of  1986 – 1992, the ANC libraries at Mazimbu and Dakawa were in practice jointly run by the ANC and the Finnish organizations. 

Objectives

The development objectives of the project were defined as follows:

1)  Development of ANC members to make them to fully participate in the struggle for the free, democratic and non-racial society in South Africa,

2)  Support for the educational system of the ANC at all levels,

3)  Growth of self-confidence and pride among the refugees in their own culture, and the willingness and ability to produce their own products both in cultural and scientific fields,

4)  Participation in the efforts of the ANC to train manpower who will be capable of taking over a number of professional tasks in the future South Africa. 

The immediate objectives of the project were defined as follows:

1)  Further development of the Somafco Library to serve the Mazimbu residents and to function as the Central Library of the ANC, including development of the archives section,

2)  Development of the Dakawa Vocational Training Centre (VTC) Library to serve the students and teachers of the Vocational Training Centre. Development of the library services for the other residents of Dakawa, including at a later stage the students and teachers of the Educational Orientation Centre (EOC),

3)  Starting development of the Viana Library in Angola,

4)  Training library personnel. 

Activities

The main components of the project were as follows:

· Providing trained personnel to work at the libraries of  Somafco and Dakawa Development Centres.  During the life of the project five Finnish librarians worked there for periods ranging from one to almost five years, and four librarians for one month. One ANC librarian worked there for two years, and  four trained library assistants  for periods ranging from one to three years.

· Providing library material (books, periodicals and AV-material), furniture and other equipment for the libraries and administering the donations coming from other countries (requests, processing, acknowledgements). 

· Training personnel
Training of the personnel was, from the very beginning, regarded as the most important component  of the project.   It was divided into different levels:   

  In-service training: 

There was a great number of workers at the Somafco and Dakawa Libraries who went through some practical training in librarianship. They worked for periods ranging from one month to 12 months, but a number of them then chose to pursue studies in another field or started working somewhere else. Wherever they later studied or worked, they had learned the elements of the use of the library, which they were not accustomed to in their home country. All those students who later chose the librarianship as a career, first worked at these libraries, thus learning the elements of the library work in practice. 

 Training in Tanzania: 

Most students were first sent for a Certificate Course in Library Studies, which took place at the Tanzania Library Service premises, Dar es Salaam. The course first lasted for one and a half  years, later  for one year. The course helped some students, who had been forced to interrupt their schooling in their home country, to get back to the routine of studying. This course also showed which of the students were eligible for higher studies. The certificate of this course was later acknowledged by some universities as an equivalent of O-level studies. As some students had not quite completed their secondary education, this course helped them to continue their studies at a higher level. The course also made the students get acquainted with librarianship in an African context. 

In 1989 -1991, one student studied for a Diploma even in Tanzania, where a school at this level had just been opened. 

Training in other countries:

As Tanzania in the 1980`s did not offer studies in library science at a higher level, and it was not yet possible for the exiles to study in South Africa, alternatives for the continuation studies had to be sought. Subsequently, students were sent for Degree level studies in Finland (1 person), UK (5 persons) and Diploma level studies to Zimbabwe (1 person). 

Training in South Africa:

As soon as it was ever possible, the continuation studies were directed to take place in South Africa. Consequently, eleven out of the twelve students who completed their Certificate studies in Dar es Salaam after the repatriation of the exiles to South Africa in 1991 began, were sent to continue their studies on either Diploma or Degree level at the University of the Western Cape. The UWC was selected because it was one of the few universities at that time offering Library Science in English, and it did not require a first degree in some other subject, as a qualification for admittance. 

Even then, some negotiations and clarifications from the ANC were required before even this University acknowledged school certificates attained at Somafco and Tanzanian institutes. 

The years of 1992-93 were, unfortunately, very tough for the Finnish economy, since the country was hard hit by the world-wide economic depression and the events in Russia, the long-term trading partner of Finland. As a result, also the whole of the public sector was in a financial crisis, and this affected the ANC Library Project, too. Consequently, the Finnida and the Finnish Library Association had to finalise their project in 1992. 

Alternative ways for completing the scholarship programme had to be then sought for. Studies of  eight students up to a Bachelor´s Degree level were then financed by the Bureau of the Humanitarian Aid of Finnida.  The Library Association of the Swedish Finland started as a NGO project to take care of the rest of the programme in the latter part of 1992, and completed it in 2000. 

Results

1. With the help of  professional librarians and library assistants, proper library services were gradually provided for the exiles at SOMAFCO and Dakawa Development Centre. In addition to the organizational and administrative work, books and other material were processed and disseminated to the customers, information retrieval for a number of purposes was conducted, school classes were brought to the library to introduce them to the books and the use of the library, career talks on librarianship were given to Form Four students, exhibitions and a wide variety of cultural and political events were arranged in the multipurpose hall of the Somafco Library, and the in-service training programme for the library workers was conducted.

2. In the end of the project, the libraries housed book collections, which were, to a large extent, up to date and relevant to the needs of the users. This was possible because libraries did not any more rely entirely on donations but special funds were assigned for book purchases. Teachers, customers and members of the Library Committee were consulted when selecting the library material. At the end of the project there were 19 677 books at the Somafco Library  and 3584 at the Dakawa Vocational Training Centre and the Ruth First Orientation Centre libraries. There were books available in multiple copies on e.g. South African history and politics, which at that time could not be found in South African libraries. Also books on science subjects, which were given a high priority in the curriculum of Somafco, were available in great numbers. Towards the end of the project, it was possible to even acquire some books in South African languages which proved to be very popular (which unfortunately also led to great losses in the collection). In fact, in the end it was even possible to direct some of the donations which still kept on pouring in, to the Morogoro Regional Library of the Tanzania Library Service.

2.1. The libraries had also sizeable audio-visual collections comprising of music and video cassettes. In the end of the project the total number of video cassettes (many of them second-hand) stood at 955 and musical recordings at 536. Part of the audiovisual equipment was received as a donation from CIES, an Italian donor agency, and video cassettes from individual donors. 

2.2. The libraries received also periodicals and newspapers from Tanzania, South Africa and overseas. The number of subscribed titles stood at 151 at Somafco and at 89 at Dakawa libraries. (At first, the only way of receiving South African papers was through a donation by a South African priest, then residing in Botswana). 

2.3. All the material was used both for educational, political and recreational purposes. The library services supported the educational programmes of both the secondary, vocational and primary schools of the centres. They also gave material to adult learners as well as background and up to date material for political discussions. The recreational services for both children and adults were also important. Many of these were services that the exiles had not been earlier exposed to.

3. The archival material should be especially mentioned. Throughout the life of the project the library was collecting  ANC related material in its archive section, and two persons were sent to UK to study Archives Management.  When the exiles were repatriated to South Africa, some of the library material closely related to the ANC or South Africa was transferred to South Africa. Finnida gave special funding to collect all the archival material in Tanzania and send it to the Archive of Fort Hare University. Some of the other material was transferred to the library of the ANC Headquarters in Johannesburg. The material that was not regarded as archival was donated to the Tanzanian  Government. The Somafco Library now serves as part of the Sokoine Agricultural University Library.

4. The libraries served students at Mazimbu and Dakawa centres from nursery to secondary and vocational levels. They also served teachers as well as other workers at the ANC centres. It was not possible, for mainly logistical reasons, serve other Tanzanians or South Africans living in other areas in Tanzania. Unfortunately, lending or other statistics of the use of the libraries are not available for this report.  

5. There was finally adequate furniture and other equipment at the libraries. Although at first the shelves and some other furniture were shipped from overseas, towards the end of the project, all the furniture and part of the equipment were manufactured at the ANC Furniture Factory or other ANC workshops at Mazimbu or Dakawa. Stationery and e.g. library cards were bought locally at Morogoro or Dar es Salaam. Typewriters and even a computer as well as some audio-visual equipment were also acquired, either through  purchases or as donations. The staff members were taught how to use these machines. The project had also project cars at its disposal. 

6. The results of the training programme are listed  below: 

All in all, 24 students received sponsorship for library studies in the framework of this   project. All of them attained some kind of a certificate or a degree, the details of which are stated below. Because of the educational background of the students and the hardships of the exile life, it was rather rare in any project that such a great percentage could complete their studies.

     There were also over twenty workers at the Somafco and Dakawa Libraries who underwent 

     practical training in librarianship, but who, for one reason or another, did not select 

     librarianship as a career.

Graduates of the University of the Western Cape:

William Mandla Ngubeni
Master´s Degree in Library and Information Science in 2001. Study tour to Finland in 1996, the main purpose of which was to study computer skills related to library services. Continues his studies privately. 

Zolile Mvunelo 

Master´s Degree in Library and Information Science in  2001.  A study tour to Finland in 1999. Continues his studies privately. 

Andre Alli Mahommed

Master´s Degree in Library and Information Science in 2001. A study tour to Finland in 2000. 

Kabu Ronald Nkadimeng
Bachelor´s Degree in Library and Information Science and Honour´s Degree in Development Studies.  A study tour to Finland in 1999. 

Frieda Yoliswa Thagane

Bachelor´s Degree in Library and Information Science in  2000. 

Mveleli Christopher Sifuba  

Bachelor´s Degree in Library and Information Science. He joined the Army (the Air Force) and  besides working, is studying Personal Management. 

Landile Brian Ndayi

Bachelor´s Degree in Library and Information Science. 

Bonile Magxaki

He almost reached a Bachelor´s Degree in Library and Information Science, but then met with an unfortunate early death in a road accident.  

Gordon Yekelo

Diploma in Library Studies. He joined the Army, and is now pursuing for a Bachelor´s Degree by a private study. 

Solomon Kgasi

Diploma in Library Studies. 

Tshepo Selebi
Diploma in Library Studies. 

Graduates of other universities and institutes:

Nonkululeko Woko

Master´s Degree both in Library Science (Hungary, another sponsor) and Archives Management (Loughborough University, UK). 

Ike Maamoe

Master´s Degree in Journalism (GDR, another sponsor) and Archives Management (Loughborough University). 

Steve Bodibe

Diploma in Library Studies (USSR, another sponsor), Master´s Degree in Library Science in 2003 (University of Tampere, Finland).

S´fiso Luthuli

Bachelor´s Degree in Library Science (The Polytechnic of North London). With a help of another sponsor (Canon Collins Educational Trust?) he also attained an Honour´s Degree in Library Science.

Felicity Nxumalo
Bachelor´s Degree in Library Science (The Polytechnic of North London, UK). 

Gugulethu Tunyiswa
Diploma in Library Studies from Zimbabwe.  (Passed away last year).

Duduzile Nzuza 

Diploma in Library Studies in 1991 (Bagamoyo, Tanzania). (Passed away in the 1990`s). 

There are five persons, Bongani Buthelezi, Funeka Mbosana, Johannes Khumalo, Briggs Phelelo and Arthur Mkhize who attained a Certificate in Library Studies in Dar es Salaam. They have not pursued library studies in South Africa, nor are they working at any library as the Tanzanian Certificate is not recognized in South Africa. However, at least Funeka has got a proper job for herself in the administration in Cape Town, and Bongani is working in Kwa-Mashu, Durban.

Mario Farelo (former De Goede) 

Bachelor´s Degree in Library Science (The Polytechnic of North London). She did her trainee librarianship at the Somafco Library, but Finnida did not sponsor her main studies. However, it funded her attending an IFLA (International Federation of Library Associations) congress in Stockholm, and actually was party in arranging her first British sponsorship. 

( I ought to still check some dates to make the list more accurate – although I don´t think that I can ever make it complete.  I didn´t provide the present addresses or working places although many of them are known to us). 
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Based on a report made 2.1.2001 for Mohamed Tikly

